African American Voices| Middle grade/Teen books available thru Belleville Public Library
“Read Woke is a movement. It is a feeling. It is a style. It is a form of education. It is a call to action; it is
our right as lifelong learners. It means arming yourself with knowledge in order to better protect your rights.
Knowledge is power and no one can take it away. It means learning about others so that you can treat people with the respect and dignity that they deserve no matter their religion, race, creed, or color.

New Kid

Long Way Down

By Jerry Craft

By Jason Reynolds

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing
more than drawing cartoons about his life. But
instead of sending him to the art school of his
dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious
private school known for its academics, where
Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his
entire grade.

There are three rules in the neighborhood:
Don't cry ; Don't snitch ; Get revenge. Will takes
his dead brother Shawn's gun, and gets in the
elevator on the 7th floor. As the elevator stops
on each floor, someone connected to Shawn
gets on. And each has something
to share
with Will.

The Crossover

The Poet X

By Kwame Alexander

By Elizabeth Acevedo

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh
and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and
off the court as their father ignores his
declining health.

When Xiomara Batista, who pours all her
frustrations and passion into poetry, is invited to
join the school slam poetry club, she struggles
with her mother's expectations and her need to
be heard.

The Hate You Give

Blended

By Angie Thomas

By Shannon Draper

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between
two worlds: the poor neighborhood where
she lives and the fancy suburban prep school
she attends.

Piano-prodigy Isabella, eleven, whose black father
and white mother struggle to share custody, never
feels whole, especially as racial tensions affect her
school, her parents both become engaged, and she
and her stepbrother are stopped by police.

Do you need more book suggestions?
Just ask! 608-424-1812 or blvcirc@blvpl.org

