African American Voices| Adult Books available thru Belleville Public Library
“Read Woke is a movement. It is a feeling. It is a style. It is a form of education. It is a call to action; it is
our right as lifelong learners. It means arming yourself with knowledge in order to better protect your rights.
Knowledge is power and no one can take it away. It means learning about others so that you can treat people with the respect and dignity that they deserve no matter their religion, race, creed, or color.

The intuitionist

Just mercy

By Coleson Whitehead

By Bryan Stevenson

An elevator inspector becomes the center of
controversy when an elevator crashes. The
inspector, Lila Mae Watson, is a black
woman who inspects by intuition, as
opposed to visual observation, and now she
must prove her method was not at fault.

The founder of the Equal Justice Initiative in
Montgomery, Alabama recounts his
experiences as a lawyer working to assist
those desperately in need, reflecting on his
pursuit of the ideal of compassion in
American justice.

The Vanishing Half

Between the world and me

By Brit Bennett

By Ta-Nehisi Coates

The Vignes twin sisters will always be
identical. But after growing up together in a
small, southern black community and
running away at age sixteen, it's not just the
shape of their daily lives that is different as
adults, it's everything: their families, their
communities, their racial identities.

A history of race relations. “What is it like to
inhabit a black body and find a way to live
within it? And how can we all honestly
reckon with this fraught history and free
ourselves from its burden?” -Amazon

So You Want to Talk About Race
By Ijeoma Oluo
A current, constructive, and actionable
exploration of today's racial landscape,
offering straightforward clarity that readers
of all races need to contribute to the
dismantling of the racial divide.

An American Marriage
By Tayari Jones

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy, the living
embodiment of the New South, are settling
into the routine of their life together when
Roy is sent to prison for a crime he didn't
commit. An insightful look into the lives of
people who are bound and separated by
forces beyond their control.

Do you need more book suggestions?
Just ask! 608-424-1812 or blvcirc@blvpl.org

